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very inferior in material civilisation to the communities just mentioned, but possessing germs of far  higher things  than they.    The Aryan was monogamous, the Semite polygamous ; the Aryan polytheist, the Semite monotheist.    The spirit of their languages was essentially different, especially in all that relates to the verb, and the most important consequences, for their  whole mode of thought, resulted from this difference. Renan agrees with those who believe that, about 2000 years B.C., the chief seat of the Aryans was  Afghanistan,  and  the   chief seat  of  the Semites Arabia.     From that country the last-named migrated into Syria, overpowering the Anakim and other races.    The most valuable document for the study of the early Semitic period is the Book of Genesis, considered not as an historical work, but as an idealised representation  of an  age which  really did exist.    It should be used in the way in which the poems of Homer are used by rational people.    The general   truthfulness  of its   representations   is confirmed by the Book of Job, by the scenes depicted  in the  grottoes  of   Beni-Hassan   in Egypt, and above all by the life of the Arabs as it still exists.    There follows a picture of the early  Semitic  tribal  life, resembling, in  most details, the ordinary idea of it.